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82p ConaGrREss SENATE | Report 
2d Session No. 1810 


AMENDING THE ACT ENTITLED “AN ACT RELATING TO THE 
COMPENSATION OF COMMISSIONERS FOR THE TERRITORY OF 
ALASKA,” APPROVED MARCH 15, 1948 (62 STAT. 80) 


JuNE 25 (legislative day, June 21), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr..0O’Manonry, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 


UNIV. OF MICH. REPORT 


JUL 15 1952 [To accompany H. R. 3438] 
Lépyy dof BR GE mittee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was 


referred the bill (H. R. 3438) relating to the compensation of commis- 
sioners for the Territory of Alaska, having considered the same, report 
favorably thereon without amendment and with the recommendation 
that the bill do pass. 

H.R. 3438 would increase from $5,000 to $7,500 the limitation upon 
net fees which may be retained by United States commissioners in 
Alaska as annual compensation. ‘The present limitation was estab- 
lished by the act of March 15, 1948 (62 Stat. 80). 

The bill does not involve an appropriation of Federal funds. Com- 
pensation of United States commissioners in Alaska is based upon 
their net earnings from fees collected up to the maximum provided 
by law and are paid from such collections. The fee schedule, appli- 
cable to duties performed by these commissioners, is fixed by the 
Administrative Office of the United States Courts. 

United States commissioners in Alaska are under the general ad- 
ministrative direction of the Administrative Office of the United 
States Courts. These commissioners have a greater number of duties 
assigned to them than Stateside commissioners because of the pro- 
vision of Federal law which authorizes the Territorial legislature to 
impose additional duties upon them. In addition to performing the 
duties under Federal law they function for the Territory of Alaska in 
such actions as judge of probate; notary public; agent for issuing 
marriage licenses; recorder of vital statistics, mortages, and liens; 
recording under the mining laws and recording other instruments; 
presiding judge in certain civil cases; processing certain estates; pre- 
siding officer in guardianship, adoption, and juvenile cases; organizer 
of searching parties for missing persons; and a number of other duties. 
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The fee for each service performed is fixed and controlled by the 
Administrative Office of the United States Courts and the commis- 
sioners must account to that office for all fees collected. The com- 
missioners are paid entirely by fees, 85 percent of which are collected 
from private persons and only 15 percent from appropriated funds 
for performance of services for the Government. 

At the present time there are approximately 69 United States 
commissioners in Alaska. Testimony before the House Committee 
on Interior and Insular Affairs indicated that, based on earnings of 
their offices during 1951, not more than five of these commissioners 
would be affected by this legislation at the present time. They are 
the offices at Anchorage, anaes earnings from fees totaled $71,064 
in 1951; Fairbanks, whose fees totaled $36,652; Juneau, whose fees 
totaled $16,375; Ketchikan, whose fees totaled $12,440; and Seward, 
whose fees totaled $5,360. 

The chairman of this committee is in receipt of a letter from Mr. 
Henry P. Chandler, Director of the Administrative Office of the 
United States Courts, under date of May 26, 1952, urging enactment of 
this bill, which letter is hereinbelow set forth in full and made a part 
of this report. 





ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE 
Unitep States Courts, 
Washington 13, D. C., May 26, 1952. 
Hon. Joseru C. O’ MAHONEY, 
Chairman, Senate Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C 


Dear Senator O’Manoney: On May 19, the House of Representatives passed 
H. R. 3438, entitled ‘‘An act to amend the act entitled ‘An act relating to the 
compensation of commissioners for the Territory of Alaska,’ approved March 15, 
1948 (62 Stat. 80),” and the bill has been referred to your Committee on Interior 
and Insular Affairs of the Senate. 

I write, to request that the bill begiven consideration by your committee at an 
early date to the end that it may be finally acted upon at the present session of 
Congress. The bill has been approved by the Judicial Conference of the United 
States and by the Judicial Conference of the Ninth Circuit, which circuit em- 
braces Alaska. It is strongly favored by the district judges in Alaska. The 
Department of the Interior and the Department of Justice have made favorable 
reports on it. The House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs unanimously 
recommended its enactment and, so far as I am informed, no objection has heen 
expressed to it. I feel that the bill is meritorious and hope that upon considera- 
tion you and your committee will find yourselves able to support it. Mr. White- 
hurst, the Assistant Direetor of the Administrative Office, and I are prepared to 
appear before your committee in its support. 

The purpose of the bill is to increase from $5,000 to $7,500 the limitation upon 
net fees which may be retained by United States commissioners in Alaska as 
annual compensation. United States commissioners in Alaska have heavy 
responsibilities, acting not only as committing magistrates as do commissioners 
in the 48 States but also serving as probate judges, administrators of estates, 
recorders, justices of the peace, presiding judge in guardianships, adoptions, 
insanity cases, and juvenile cases. Even this is not a complete catalog of their 
duties. They are paid entirely by fees, 85 percent of which are collected from 
private persons ane only 15 percent from appropriated funds for performance of 
services for the Government. There are approximately 70 commissioners in 
Alaska. The earnings of most of these are small. But the earnings of about 
five in the centers of population where the business is verv heavy range upward 
from $5,000 to $70,000 per year. Notwithstanding this fact, the commissioner 
may not under existing law retain more than $5,000 as his compensation and the 
remainder of the fees must be paid into court as surplus earnings. This relatively 
small compensation, particularly in view of the high living costs in Alaska, is 
making it impossible for the courts to procure and retain competent commissioners 
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to discharge these important functions. H. R. 3438, as indicated, will authorize 
a modest increase to $7,500 as the maximum fees which may be retained by a 
commissioner. The proposed legislation is.explained more in detail in the report 
of the House committee on the bill. For your convenient reference a copy of 
the bill, H. R. 3438, and a copy of House Report No. 1839 are enclosed herewith. 
Sincerely yours, 
Henry P. CHANDLER, Director. 


Favorable reports have also been received by the chairman of the 
House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs from the Depart- 
ment of the Interior, the Administrative Office of the United States 
Courts, and the Department of Justice, which reports are also herein- 
below set forth in full and made a part of this report. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D. C., April 22, 1952. 
Hon. Joun R. Murpock, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. Murpock: Further reference is made to your request for the 
views of this Department on H. R. 3438, a bill to amend the act entitled “An act 
relating to the compensation of commissioners for the Territory of Alaska,” 
approved March 15, 1948 (62 Stat. 80). 

i recommend that H. R. 3438 be enacted. 

The bill would amend the act of March 15, 1948 (62 Stat. 80, 48 U.S. C., 1946 
ed., Supp. III, sec. 116a), so as to increase from $5,000 to $7,500 the maximum 
amount of the annual net fees earned by commissioners in Alaska which may be 
retained by them as compensation for their services. 

Acting upon a report of its committee on supporting personnel, the objective 
of this legislation was approved by the Judicial Conference of the United States 
at a special meeting which was held in Washington on March 19 and 20. I under- 
stand that Mr. Henry P. Chandler, the Director of the Administrative Office of 
the United States Courts has already made available to your committee, a copy 
of that report. ‘The report of the Judicial Conference Committee on supporting 
personnel contains a detailed description of the wide range of duties and respon- 
sibilities of the United States Commissioners in Alaska. It clearly indicates the 
vital role which they play in the administration of justice in Alaska, and provides 
a convincing justification for the enactment of this legislation. 

In support of this legislation, I should merely like to make the additional 
observation that it is the considered judgment of Federal officials concerned with 
the over-all problem of the proper administration of justice in Alaska, that if 
capable personnel are to be attracted to and retained in the positions of the 
United States Commissioners in Alaska, provision must be made for the payment 
to such persons, of a more adequate compensation. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objcction to the sub- 
mission of this report. 

Sincerely yours, 
Oscar L. CHAPMAN, 
Secretary of the Interior. 


ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE UNITED States Courts, 
SuPrREMB Court BUILDING, 
Washington, D. C., March 30, 1951. 
Hon. Joun R. Murpocr, 
Chairman, Committee on Public Lands, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. CuatrMan: This will acknowledge receipt of your request of March 
29 for a report on H. R. 3438, entitied ‘A bill to amend the act entitled ‘An act 
relating to the compensation of commissioners for the Territory of Alaska,’ ”’ 
approved March 15, 1948 (62 Stat. 80), introduced by Delegate Bartlett, of 
Alaska. ‘This bill was introduced by Mr. Bartlett to effectuate a resolution 
adopted by the Judicial Conference of the United States at a meeting held on 
March 19 last. It would increase from $5,000 to $7,500 the limit of fees earned 
by commissioners in Alaska which the commissioners may retain as compensation 
for their services. 
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The Conference acted upon a report of its Committee on Supporting Personnel 
which considered the matter after the proposed legislation had been recommended 
by the judges in Alaska and by the Circuit Conference of the Ninth Circuit. 
There is enclosed herewith a copy of the report of the Committee on Supporting 
Personnel which explains in detail the reasons in favor of the pro d legislation. 
I very much hope that the bill will receive the consideration of your committee 
at the earliest possible date. If you desire us to do so, Mr. Whitehurst, the 
Assistant Director of the Administrative Office, and I are prepared to appear 
before your committee in its support. 

With kind regards, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 
Henry P. CHANDLER. 





REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SUPPORTING PERSONNEL RESPECTING THE FEES 
or Unirgep States CoMMISSIONERS IN THE TERRITORY OF ALASKA 


To the Chief Justice and Members of the Judicial Conference of the United States: 


In June 1950 there was a meeting at Anchorage of Judge Harry E. Pratt, 
Judge Anthony J. Dimond, and Judge Joseph W. Kehoe, three of the four judges 
of the District Court of Alaska. Judge George W. Folta was unavoidably absent. 
At this meeting the judges considered the desirability, if not the necessity, of 
increasing the maximum compensation of the United States commissioners for 
the Territory of Alaska, to be paid out of their fees when earned, from $5,000 to 
$7,500. The judges reached the conclusion that the increase sbould be granted 
and memorialized the Circuit Conference of the Ninth Circuit to that effect in a 
document addressed to Chief Judge Denman. The matter was brought before 
the Circuit Conference of the Ninth Circuit, by Judge Denman and the circuit 
conference after careful consideration recommended the increased compensation 
and resolved that the subject be brought by Judge Denman to the attention of 
the Judicial Conference of the United States at its September 1950 session.' The 
Judicial Conference referred the matter to this committee for a report. 

By section 11 of the act of June 6, 1900 (31 Stat. 326), it was provided that the 
compensation of the commissioners, to be paid out of their-fees when earned, 
should not exceed $3,000. This amount was increased to $5,000 by the act of 
March 15, 1948 (62 Stat. 80). 

The Territory of Alaska is divided into four divisions. There were 67 United 
States commissioners as of February 23, 1951. A list of the commissioners, who 
during the calendar year 1949 earned fees in excess of the $5,000 statutory limita- 
tion, is as follows: 

First division—Gordon Gray, Juneau; P. J. Gilmore, Ketchikan; Frank H. B. 
Richards, Sitka. 

Second division.— None. 

Third division Anna May Vokacek, Kodiak; Rose Walsh, Anchorage. 

Fourth division.—Clinton B. Stewart, Fairbanks. Clinton B. Stewart earned 
the prorated portion of the $5,000 limitation corresponding with the period of 
service May 1 through December 31, 1949. 

Each of the Alaskan commissioners is appointed by a district judge and holds 
office at his pleasure. Each is required to perform not only all the duties and 
exercise all of the powers, civil and criminal, imposed or conferred on a United 
States commissioner by the general laws of the United States but also those con- 
ferred by special laws applicable only in Alaska (54—4-3 Alaska Compiled Laws 
Annotated 1949). An Alaskan commissioner ex officio has the powers of a justice 
of the peace, recorder, probate judge, and coroner. He also has the power to 
grant writs of habeas corpus returnable to the district court. The Alaskan com- 
missioners also have the powers of notaries public. 

By way of amplification of the foregoing we point out that the United States 
commissioners in Alaska keep and maintain public records and vital statistics; 
make adjudications of insanity; appoint guardians for minors, insane persons, and 
habitual drunkards. They handle juvenile cases and have jurisdiction over 
adoptions. They perform marriages. They are even required by law to conduct 
searches for persons missing in the Alaskan wilds. It is difficult to imagine a 
wider range of duties. It should also be borne in mind that Alaska is an immense 


1 A copy of the resolution of the Judicial Conference of the Ninth Circuit is marked “‘A”’ and is appended 
to this report. 

2 The jurisdiction of the United States commissioners in Alaska is described in detail in the Manual for 
United States Commissioners in the Territory of Alaska,'1950, recently published by the Administrative 
Office. We shall not detail that jurisdiction in this report. 
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country and that many of the commissioners have a geographical jurisdiction 
which is as wide and long as many of the States of the United States, that a great 
deal of traveling is required of the commissioners and that this traveling is fre- 
quently carried on under arduous and sometimes hazardous conditions. 

The cost of living is very high in Alaska. A differential of 25 percent is allowed 
by the Administrative Office to the supporting personnel of the courts in the 
Territory but this is not enough to make up the difference between living costs in 
Alaska and the United States. Living costs probably exceed those in the United 
States by at least 50 percent. 

Last June in Anchorage (the metropolis of Alaska, approximately 11,000 to 
12,000 inhabitants) a shoe shine cost 50 cents; a very small glass of fresh milk, 
50 cents. Food was very expensive. Houses in Alaska have to be heated for 
about 10 months out of the year and all oil and coal has to be imported with 
corresponding increase in cost. Living costs are higher now than 9 months ago. 
We note that aceording to the Washiagton (D. C.) Evening Star of February 22, 
1951, Senator Hunt, of Wyoming, returning from an official trip to Alaska, 
described the costs of living as ‘‘outrageous.”’ 

The fees of the commissioners are set by the Administrative Office of the 
United States Courts pursuant to the provisions of section 604 (a) (5), title 28, 
United States Code. Attached as appendix B to this report is Administrative 
Office Bulletin No. 359, Revised, addressed to the United States commissioners 
in Alaska. In this bulletin the Director of the Administrative Office sets out an 
amended fee schedule for United States commissioners, effective August 1, 1950. 
It will be observed that the fee schedule is divided into two parts, one headed 
‘Fees allowable from the United States’’; the other ‘‘Fees allowable from other 
sources.” 

As to the latter heading by an amendment to the organic act of the Territory 
(sec. 21, title 48, U. S. C., adopted August 29, 1914; sec. 91, title 48, U. S. C.), the 
Territorial legislature, as we have indicated, was authorized to impose additional 
duties on commissioners acting in the ex officio offices of justice of the peace, 
recorders, probate judges, and coroners. These are the fees shown under the 
heading of ‘‘Fees allowable from other sources.’’ It is these fees which are set 
by the Administrative Office under the statute cited above. 

About 15 percent of all the compensation received by the commissioners comes 
from fees received from the Federal Government and about 15 percent from the 
Territory. The balance of the compensation received by the commissioners 
comes from fees paid by individuals to the commissioners ‘‘over the counter,” so 
to speak, in their ex officio capacities. Attached to this report as appendix C is a 
statement showing earnings of the commissioners for the calendar year 1949. The 
balance of the funds received by the commissioners over $5,000 is paid by them to 
the clerks of the four divisions of the District Court of Alaska and is covered by 
them into a fund, designated as fund C, pursuant to section 106, title 48, United 
States Code. As of December 31, 1950, there was in this fund $446,569.90. This 
money remains in the hands of the clerks and is used for incidental expenses of 
the court. It can be paid out only by order of court. Section 106 provides that 
fund C balances shall be deposited to the credit of the United States under such 
rules and regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe. 

It is the opinion of your committee that the recommended increase in maximum 
compensation for United States commissioners in Alaska is justified and should 
be recommended by the Conference to Congress. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Harold M. Stephens, Albert B. Maris, Harvey M. Johnsen, William J. 
Campbell, John E. Miller, William C. Mathes, Ben C. Connally, 
John Biggs, Jr. (chairman). 
Marcu 5, 1951. 





RESOLUTION OF THE CrrcuIT CONFERENCE OF THE NintH JupiciaL Circuit 
RESPECTING INCREASED COMPENSATION To BE Pain to Unrrtep States Com- 
MISSIONERS IN THE DistTrRicT oF ALASKA 


The subject of increased compensation for United States commissioners in the 
District of Alaska was brought before the Circuit Court of the Ninth Judicial 
Circuit of the United States, and, it appearing that the United States commis- 
sioners in the District of Alaska exercise not only the usual powers exercised by 
United States commissioners in the several States but that they are also justices 
of the peace with civil jurisdiction up to $1,000 and have criminal jurisdiction of 
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all crimes and misdemeanors for which the imprisonment may be for no longer 
than | year in jail or a fine of not more than $1,000, or both; that they possess 
the authority of probate judges, or coroners. and recorders; that they are also 
juvenile court magistrates, acting under a modern juvenile code enacted by the 
Territorial legislature; that they are also committing magistrates; that they are 
also the keepers or recorders of vital statistics in the Territory; and that they 
possess many other duties, one of which requires them to organize searching 
parties for missing persons in the Alaskan wildernesses: 

And it further appearing that in the larger cities of Alaska the duties of the 
office require the full time and concentrated attention of the respective commis- 
sioners, and that the present maximum compensation of the commissioners (the 
compensation being paid by a fee system) is presently $5,000 per annum, the 
salary having been advanced from $3,000 by an act of Congress approved March 
15, 1948 (title 28, sec. 116A, U. 8. C.); 

And it further appearing that the judges of the United States District Court for 
the District of Alaska at a meeting held by them on June 21, 1950, at Anchorage, 
Alaska, resolved that the commissioners are justly entitled to increased compen- 
oe to be paid out of their fees when earned, in the sum of $7,500, instead of 

5,000; 

And the subject having been presented to this Circuit Conference and having 
been discussed: Now, therefore, it is 

Resolved, That the United States commissioners for the Territory of Alaska.are 
justly entitled to increased compensation to be paid out of their fees when earned 
in the sum of $7,500, instead of $5,000, that the act of March 15, 1948, allowed, 
and that this subject be brought to. the. attention of the Judicial Conference of 
the United States at its September 1950 meeting, by the Honorable William 
Denman, chief judge of the Ninth Judicial Cireuit, and that the Judicial. Con- 
ference of the United States be requested to recommend to the Congress a change 
in the law to the end that the desired increase.may be effected. 





ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE UNITED States Courts, 
Supreme Court BuiLpina, 
Washington, D. C., July 14, 1950. 


Buutuetin No. 359, Revisep 


To United States Commissioners in Alaska; Clerks of United States District Courts 
in Alaska: 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by section 25 of title 48 of the United 
States Code and section 604 (a) (5) of title 28, revised, of the United States Code, 
I hereby prescribe effective August 1, 1950, the following schedules of fees for 
United States commissioners in the District of Alaska for services rendered in the 
capacity of commissioner, coroner, justice of the peace, notary public, ex officio 
probate judge, and recorder: 
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Amended fee schedule for United States commissioners 
FEES ALLOWABLE FROM THE UNITED STATES 


Fees as United States commissioner and coroner: 
United States commissioner (criminal cases) : 

Ai Denes. emltanes os itiiencce sdb Senuswy cookie ul 

2. Plea of not guilty and trial by commissioner___-_.-.--.----- 

3. Plea: of not guilty and trial by jury__.............--.------- 

4. Trial by hearing for the purpose of binding over to the district 
court; whether defendant is held to answer or not.__._--_-- 

5. In eases where ‘complaint is dismissed before trial or hearing, 
whether warrant issued or not___.....-.__._.--------.-.- 

6. For all services in connection with each formal written applica- 
tion for a search warrant, whether application is granted 
OR Crick corbide weet 16 oA eb conn 

7. For conducting hearing in cases on the affidavit for the release 
of indigent prisoners, each case___.__._....._...---------- 

Coroner: 

1. For conducting an inquest concerning the death or wounding 
of any person; reducing the. testimony of the witnesses to 
writing and making a return to the district court:___- ~~ 

2. For conducting an investigation. as provided for by section 
66-24-3 ACLA 1949, on the death of a person but where an 
order is entered finding that an inquest is not necessary --_-_-_ 

3. For each mile actually and necessarily traveled in going to per- 
form the. duties. of coroner and returning. from the’ place 
where such service is performed: Provided, That if the aetual 
expense of travel exceeds the mileage the coroner may 
chargessuch expenses, fully itemized, and supported by 
proper receipts in lieu of mileage___.__...._...._..------ 


FEES ALLOWABLE FROM: OTHER SOURCES 


Fees as United States commissioner and justice of the peace: 


Menweans 
1. For issuing and recording marriage licenses in marriage license 
Geeees (ai—1-19 ACLA 1940)... eetetins: 
2. For filing marriage ‘certificate (21-1-19 ACLA. 1949)________ 
3.. For filing. (recording) and indexing duplicate. application. for 
&@ marriage license where it is issued by a marriage commis- 
aii! a «ice aabe aise sik ibid earns Wid ORI Re 
4. For filing and indexing license where it is issued by a marriage 
WIIROUNO, a aldot Go alas sheen 
5. For performing, marriage. ceremony. .-----.-...-.----------- 
Civil cases: 
1. Filing fee, each case, to be earned when case filed. ________-- 
2. Trial by commissioner without jury in addition to filing fee. _ 
3. Trial. by jury in addition to filing fee_____.2_......-..-.--- 
(Note.—In cases dismissed before trial no fee in addition to 
filing fee to be charged.) 
Lost. persons: 
1. For all services in connection with the organization and dis- 
patch of a searching party for lost or missing persons (40-8-4 
PR REO so x oan i ncindn nina a beduns ee Doe ae a 
Fees as notary public: 
1. For certifying and taking an affidavit and affixing the seal____ 
2. For taking acknowledgment of any deed or other instrument 
in writing and making memorandum of same__-____....--- 


25. 00 


15 


. 50 
. 50 
10. 00 


10. 00 
20: 00 


10. 00 
1,00 
2. 00 
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Amended fee schedule for United States commissioners—C ontinued 
FEES ALLOWABLE FROM OTHER SOURCES—Ccontinued 


Fees as probate judge: 
Insanity proceedings: 
1. For all services performed in conducting a hearing concerning 
the sanity of an individual... ..--...2.20..20-.0 22 l LL 
2. Except where a case is dismissed before a jury is called 
Guardianship: 
1. For ali services in connection with each guardianship case; 
Saat WOR ioral Deuces 2S Secs inued ce rb 
a. For eben succeeding year... jocos bgt uh a a 
Adoption: 
1. For all services in connection with adoption proceedings, each 
case, regardless of number of children involved 
Juvenile. cases: 
1. Trial by hearing in juvenile cases under the provisions of 
secs. 51-3-1 to 51-3-19, ACLA 1949, each case___...___.. 
2. In cases where petition is dismissed before entry of final order 
OU SUNGNMIERR A Gere oss eos. a aa TG. ek 
3. For each order discharging juvenile from custody after com- 
SNORE. Sidi ose iis wk idee Dede ngs adhe td's mya 
Estate 


8: 

1. A filing fee to be paid by petitioner to be earned by the com- 
missioner and reported by him upon the filing of a case, each 
GROG a ict ui tes. ca, eb a cs US Se. cn 

2. Together with a commission upon the whole estate accounted 
for by him as follows: First, for the first thousand dollars or 
any less sum, at the rate of 3 percent thereof; second, for all 
above that sum and not exceeding $2,000 at the rate of 2 
percent thereof; third, for all above $2,000 and not exceeding 
$5,000 at the rate of 1 percent thereof; fourth, for all above 
$5,000 and not exceeding $20,000, at the rate of % percent 
thereof; fifth, for all above $20,000 in value at the rate of 
\% percent thereof: all commissions to be earned and 
reported upon the closing of the estate. 

Fees as recorder: 

1. For recording and endorsing thereon the date, hour and minute 
same was received for record any instrument or paper, ex- 
cepting marriage certificates, applications for marriage licenses, 
and marriage licenses, but including decrees of heirship or dis- 
tribution, not exceeding 3 folios. _..................-.-.-... 
., POP CRON MAGMAOME! TONG cals cea ee 
For each entry in index of the recording of any instrument or 
I oon eit ss a oes es DUA A le ak enigi ce Oe 

For making and certifying a copy of any instrument, paper, or 

record, per folio (folio to consist of 100 words) ____..-.-.._---- 

. For recording and indexing under mining laws, location certificate, 

affidavit of annual labor or notice of intention to hold, each claim_ 
(Notre.—No additional charge shall be made for indexing.) 

6. For filing and indexing or renewal and indexing of conditional sales 
contracts, chattel mortgages, and tax liens of the United States 
or the Territory of Alaska, where indexing of more than 2 names 

WO WOt POCO oo es Sieben ee cade counees 

7. For indexing in each additional name----_............--.------- 

8. For marginal release of real and chattel mortgages, conditional sales 
pow engag and tax liens of the United States or the Territory of 

PO ss et See ee ee a ss 

9. For each additional name in excess of 2 in which release is indexed_ 


ono - wh 


10. 00 
5. 00 
1. 00 


30. 00 


2. 00 
. 50 


. 25 
. 50 
1. 50 


1, 50 
. 25 


25 


Henry P. CHanpuer, Director. 
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Statement showing earnings of United States Commissioners, Territory of Alaska, 


calendar year 1949 
FIRST DIVISION 





Total United 





| 
Total fees, 








| 
Name and address States fees | other sources | Gand total 
| 
Sidney Anderson, deputy clerk, Hyder_._................---- | $99. 00 | $303. 70 $402. 7 
H. H. Delamater, Port Alexander_..................-.._...... a 
Nee ee en nuaiaeaibeuenion 1, 347. 80 8, 079. 35 9, 427. 15 
Ross Hevel, deputy clerk, Haines._....................-...... 123. 00 744. 50 867. 50 
Mary T. McCann, deputy 0 EEL ELEY! ERE ea 1, 048. 00 1,048. 00 
Hilda oe a a 31. 50 67. 50 99. 00 
Gladys L. Shroy, deputy clerk, Craig_...-.............-. 2... 325. 50 545. 75 871. 25 
Louis H Smith, Chichagot...2-—00 0-000) ool inaeacas | iar oon as 
a a a5 eres enmahihilvmssiasabinlibaliieey 775. , 229. , 004. 
R. J. Suratt, deputy clerk, Wrangell__................_-.____. 919. 98 1, 823. 75 2, 743. 73 
Milton C. Bristol, eee Oe Ee A ie 99. 00 
Frank H. B. Richards, deputy clerk, Sitka... ........ | 506. 36 4, 651. 65 5, 158. 01 
Relix Gray, Sument an ncenecencnnnnnons 258.00 | 2,096.15 2) 354. 15 
Dale H irt, deputy clerk, Petersburg.._......--...........- 406. 50 2, 577. 30 2, 983. 80 
ee cca ma mibmiemene 4, 891. 64 33, 167. 53 38, 059. 17 
SECOND DIVISION 
Theodore C. Duffield, Nome........_..______- RECO OE | $1,278.66 | $6, 508. 50 $7, 787.16 
pO SS ne ee | 85. 50 965. 00 1, 050. 50 
Ronald L. Gillis, Candle... eee Beare or Pale 60. 00 1, 399. 00 1, 459. 00 
H. Roy Hunter, Fortuna Ledge._.------ == 156. 00 | 904. 75 1,060. 75 
Stephan Ivanhoff, Unalakleet !_...............-.-2 222-22.) 51.00 | 255.75 | 306. 75 
William W. Porter, Haycock..................-..--.-- gta 37. 50 110. 50 148. 00 
Hugh M. Saltsman, Barrow ?.................... 2 et sili 166. 75 166. 75 
MRT a... ....-.-------o-n-aone 99. 00 | 43. 25 | 142. 25 
on sw aladinmmoniinn 1, 767. 66 10, 353. 50 12, 121. 16 
THIRD DIVISION 
} 
George W. Bishop, Homer_..--..- ‘ ‘it ie bse ape GialNIe: Bahdt aisha sb datigagdedisies 
Gladys Brain, Cordova 3____..............-- ‘ ‘ a ene a cepeeinsi ies Rina haan ledpea dati ini 
David Carlson, Dillingham 3. _- a 276... 3 $42. 00 
May C. Carter, Wasilla Ah ase aNiie ‘ weaddsl 85. 50 $1, 379. 75 1, 465. 25 
Thomas L. Carter, Wasilla 3.__. re r. w= [owen n nnn i- nn fone nnn m anne nn fan ene nen nnn 
Gilbert M. Chambers, Seldovia_...__- * oe 165. 00 | 857.75 1,022. 75 
Carl A. Edin, Copper Center. __.--. ss a 372. 00 1, 176. 50 1, 548. 50 
Jack P. English, Seldovia * é be Wate dicutes lccckcudabomics ORT SS a 
John W. Fletcher, Unalaska__..__.. sso ee es cssciisdan eo ddat es aaa. 
Kathryn L. Garlow, Sand Point_.-........--....--.--.-- wa |on--=-+22-----| 63. 25 63. 25 
Margaret Harrais, Valdez 4 pistes hie pubes ecabnaale’ 394. 60 995. 25 1, 389. 85 
Betty A. Helm (deputy clerk), Geet. ici oii I 1, 173. 50 2, 219. 81 3, 393. 31 
Hugh H. Millett, on subee OU 57.00 162. 40 219. 40 
Theta Musgrove, Talkeetna * | 12.00 1, 270. 85 1, 282. 85 
Dorothy B. Saxton, Palmer “- a 933. 10 2. 427.75 3, 360. 85 
Harold R. Sleeper, "Adak 4 a 61. 50 111.75 173. 25 
Anna B. Southard (deputy clerk), ‘Seward. } 981. 00 3, 675. 04 4, 656. 04 
Claude Stewart, Copper Center ! : wtninh ge enagaeaiaiege ben en ie bihemeda tii sadn apuniipéninnn 
Harold Thornton, SRM So = Sieucwoan : aed ibs el cat ga dio 
Helen C. Tibbetts, Naknek ___.____-- bichve(seusitiehatad aoe 414.00 469. 28 | 883. 28 
Anna M. Vokacek, Kodiak ---- | 1, 605. 35 3, 623. 33 5, 228. 68 
Mill Vokacek, Kodiak 3________- | WG Aiientacsiens 15. 00 
Marie A. W halen, Valdez 3 : sala Ei laa ee a 
George H. Weatherell, Talkeetna soos eo ages eee sa Bee ee See 
er Bag hag WON Sod cas okt hdd te cua A, Se oe eC cud. Sebati. 
anni a ants ts eiamaiaipinien anti chanathaemiemeaials 60. 50 60. 50 
Rose Walsh, Anchorage pin enstnchecsimngniancdcnsal 3, 358. 03 32, 434. 31 35, 792. 34 
TIE i ci ca peneias cienditai aul 9, 669. 58 50, 927. 52 | 60, 597. 10 








! Powers as committing magistrate, justice of the peace, and coroner only. 
2 Without recording powers. 
‘Act in absence of regular commissioner. 
4 Probate and insanity cases only. 
$ Insanity cases only. 
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Statement showing earnings of United States Commissioners, Territory of Alaska, 
calendar year 1949——-Continued 


FOURTH DIVISION 

















! 


: Total United| Total fees, | 
Name and address States fees | other sources | Grand total 

Ralph M. Alderson, Flat. -......-- tho Sodlbas Salanlgelle caraligds hiatal kcaade $75.00 $624. 60 $699. 60 
Gus A. Benson, Hot Springs... 2 i. c con conc c ce ecee sia 7.50 242. 90 250. 40 
Seiees Th. Sermons MR an aii 8. ni ee ERLE 540. 45 540. 45 
eran ©. Ps CIE dicen one oe neces nncntisemnnceensnn 115. 50 134. 00 249. 50 
Kathryn Harwood, Rampart. ............-..-.-.-....--2-.2.. 20. 25 361.39 381. 64 
Wie eM ee ee seabiadlapiiiinsdieahessicbasintencems 36. 00 281. 95 317. 95 
Jessie M. Howard, Ophir-___......- ciel ieee ca oS Lo ncthibiland- cnt ucane 1, 707. 40 | 1, 707. 40 
Max F. Huhndorf, Nulato ¢____........._.- Uidicliidadsicipiaen-cbecoiia Sota 255. 00 | 125. 50 380. 50 
H. Linnea Jones, Circle SI cicada deus aie te! i ea 520. 00 520. 00 
C. H. Laboyteaux, Livingood___............... hc debe ecibaeaiidicahoi ahaa ccc as hme | 819. 25 819. 25 
SURG BM a 8 i ia on iim sinesbintintrhene ince mica lees 12 00 | 1, 264. 30 1, 276. 30 
Harty B. Leometa, Ww semen. 2... .. 3 otek] 37. 50 | 899. 50 937.00 
John M. Melville, Fort Yukon ¢.__.._..........--...-........ 153. 00 | 98.75 251.75 
Sear: Boker, eee... Sa ce ok. ee ncn 111.00 1, 295. 00 1, 406. 00 
Clinton -B. Stewart; Fairbanks...............................- 3, 192. 37 19, 093. 68 22, 286. 05 
Margaret E. Sullivan, Nenana..._._..2........-.-.---..... 894.10 870. 00 1, 764. 10 
Clarence H. Trafton, Tok Junction ®_.............-.....2---..| 36. 00 10. 00 46. 00 
Dorothy P. Cluff, Tanana- ----.-.--- pcahindeie apices aeinainans esastaee se nis ecieibli di oabta eccbecshin he etch ohana 

Total, fourth division..................-.-..------.-----|  4,945.22|  28,888.67| 33,833.89 

Grand total. __. it ditalk Aiken ate cng kn site ebiaie naan 21, 274 10 | 123, 337. 22 | 144, 611. 32 








6 Not recorded. 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
OFFICE OF THE Deputy ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
Washington, April 25, 1951. 
Hon. Joun R. Murpock, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. CuarrMan: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice concerning the bill (H. R. 3438) to amend the act 
entitled ‘“‘An act relating to the compensation-of commissioners for the Territory 
of Alaska,’’ approved March 15, 1948 (62 Stat. 80). 

The bill would increase the maximum annual fees which may be earned by 
commissioners for the Territory of Alaska to $7,500 from a present maximum of 
$5,000, as established by the act of March 15, 1948 (48 U. S. C. 116a). Prior to 
the increase in 1948 the statutory maximum was $3,000. 

United States commissioners occupy a very important place in the judicial 
system in the Territory of Alaska. They serve as committing magistrates, probate 
judges, land commissioners, etc. Efforts have been made without avail to abolish 
the fee system in Alaska and to place the commissioners on an annual salary. 
The theory behind this endeavor was to make the position more attractive to 
better qualified persons. While relatively few of the commissioners in Alaska 
would be affected by the proposal, it is believed that anything which might 
increase the desirability of the position would aid in solving the law-enforcement 
problem in Alaska, 

In view of the foregoing considerations, this Department would have no objec- 
tion to the enactment of the bill. 

It is assumed that the committee has obtained the views of the Administrative 
Office of United States Courts concerning the measure. 

The Director of the Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection 
to the submission of this report. 

Yours sincerely, 
PreyYTON Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 








a 
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CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with subsection (4) of rule XXIX of the Standin 
Rules of the Senate, proposed changes in existing law are indicate 
below with the matter proposed to be omitted in black brackets and 
the new matter proposed to be inserted in italics. 


Act or Marca 15, 1948 (62 Srart. 80) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That, notwithstanding the provisicns relating to 
fees earned by commissicners for the Territory of Alaska of section 11 of the Act 
of June 6, 1900, entitled ‘‘An Act making further provisicn fcr a civil government 
fer Alaska, and for other purposes,”’ as amended (U.S. C., 1946 edition, title 48, 
section 116), each such commissioner shall pay t»> the clerk of the proper divisicn 
of the court cnly so much of the aggrecate net fees earned during the calendar 
year by such commissioner as exceeds the sum of [$5,000] $7,500. 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs unanimously recom- 
mends the enactment of H. R. 3438. 


O 





